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The first time I visited the Beekman house was on a foggy
Spring morning seVerallyears ago. I walked along quiet, tree-lined
streets to the gate in the white picket fence, Fifty feet up the
hillside stood a deserted, mustard yellow‘housé of restrainsd
Gothic revival lines. Then up the brick walkway past gnarled
v%%pe Vines,‘up the steps onto a trellised porch swathed in climbihg
rose, 1 felt.cbmpelled to turn the.handleAand ring the doorbell.
No one hdme, of course, and I unlocked the door and looked about.

I suddenly felt like a trespasser in another timse.
It seemed entirely plausible that I had bzen transported

back a full hzlf centur;y and that the inhabitants of the house had
. ¥

S

perhaps Just steo>ped out to church across the sitreset. Shset nusie
was draped over the uprigut piane,‘a bedside stand was litteréd
with pins, a hairbrush with strands of hair, a bottle of cologne. .
I grew daring, and opened soﬁe of tﬁe drawerss - combs, half~m59d
tﬁbes of patent medicines, a crushed Shrinerslcap; sheets aﬁd‘
pillowcases still in wrappings from a San Francisco department
stére; celluloid collars, cufflinks, handkeichiefs.

| Through the curtains from Carrie Beekman's bédroom windo§
I_could look across the empty, fog-shrouded roadway to the house
of Max Maller, the German Jewish proprietor of the New York Store,
dry goods a speéialty. Just to the west was the spire of First

Presbyterian Church, where the bell given by C, C, Beekman a
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century ago still rang every Sunday morﬁing. From the window

of the Beekmans' owh bedroom, past the trumpet vine which climbed

through a massive catalpa tree, was tﬁe buik of the overgrown

farmhouse of Thomas G, Reames, Beekman's longtime banking partner.
It wasithe first time for me that the Beekman family seemed

real, If some of that sense of reality is conveyed in this

paper, I will be pleased, Bqt I think that if you go to

Jacksonville on a foggy spring morning, and walk past the catalpa

tree and up the steps and ring the doorbell--well, that is real.

(e j{ 78 e &7’:&‘//@;7 )
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CORNBLIUS C. BEEKMAN, 1828-1915

INTROﬁUCTION

Jacksonville, Oregon, was a small town a century ago when bankér
and express agent Cornelius C. Beekman built his modesthothicv
revival house at the east end of California Street, .Four blocks
up the street stood the wood frame banking bfficé where he con-
ducted his business, buying gold dust, shipping packages, supple-
menting his income selling school texts and stationery.

Walkingito his office in 1885; Beekman would pass by the
residen;e of his future banking partner, Thomas G. Reames, which
adjoined his own house. In thz next block was the new Presbyterian
Church his family attended; he had contriﬁuted money fox its con- )
'struction; bought the bell, paid the the fire insurance, Across.
from the church stood a small sali box house where he had first
.lived with his wife Julia after their marriage in 1861.

Beekman's Banking House itself might have seemed shabby, with
worn plank floors, a wali littered with maps and broadsides, a
counter which had been carved with jckknives by countless impatient
customers over the previous quarter of a century.

Cornelius C. Beekman spent sixty years as a small town banker,
His home and his business were conducted with great modesty, and
even austerity. He never held a major political office, never
wrote an article, néver attended a univérsity. Yet in 1950, the

Portland QOregonian named him one of the state's one hundred most
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influential citizens of the past century, His bank was the

seéond‘established invthe Oregon Territory. At hié death he

was regarded as southern Oregon's most knowledgable local

historian;.'a He was a lqng-time regent of the University of

Oregon, and a chalr in Pacific Northwest history at the University,

endowed by his daughter Carrie, rememberé his inte:ést ih histéry.,
This is the story, then,‘of a wealthy and influential but

very modest man who gave every indication of being satisfied with

, ? . ight s o |
the modestness of his life, He [eould point]with pride to his
. e ¥ . R

accomplishments in the business world, in local politics, in

church and community affairs--but he rarely did so.
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- BARLY LIFE; NEW YORK TO CALIPORNIA AND Q?EGON

The early yearé of Cornelius C., Beekman are obscure and
the information on them contradictory. There is no-quegtion
~that he was born on 2? January 1823 to Benjanin B, and Lydia
(Compton) Beeckman, but his birthplace is variously'given~as'
Middletown, New Jersey, New York City, and Dundee, . Yates
County, New York; New York City is the most probable location.
The Beekman family was of Dutch descent, the patriarch of the
family being Maarten Beskman, who emigrated from Holland to the
"New Amsterdam colony with his wife Susannah in 1638, The family
seems 1o have Deen cenitzred in Somerset Counity, New Jersey, by
the late sighteenth éentury, and Middletown was the home of
Cornelius C. Begkman's grandparents, Cerneliué‘aﬁd Rebecca; and
of ﬁis own parents, ‘Prcbably the Beekmans were angaged in agri~
culfure, although the suggestion 1s a tenuous one, An undated
news clioping notes that the "Beekman homestead, which was erected
in Middletown, N, J., prior to:the reﬁolution, was burned to the
ground. Some véluable relics of colonial days were lost."l

Cornselius's father was a building contréctor and a éash and
door manufacturer, After his mérriage to Lydia Uompton in 1827,
the couple briefly moved to New York gity from New Jersey, fol-
lowing the elder Cornelius who had removed theré earlier, and
it is likely that Cornelius was born there in 1823. vIn 1630,
Benjamin and Lydia and their son took up residence in the small

town of Dundeé, in Yates County, New York. Dundee is in the
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Finger Lakés region of centfal New York state, and‘here Benjaﬁin
Beekman carried on his woodworking, Young Cornelius attended
“the Dublic schools of Yates Counfy, and may have later attended
school of some kind in Bo#fon. Under his father's guidance, hev
was also trained as a carpenter. Despite theifact tﬁat he kept
ﬁp a fegular correspondence with his parents and made several
extended trips back to Dundee, we know virtually nothing about

any siblings except that he had at least two brothers, Abram and h ™

Thomas De Witt?_ From his own account, life for Cornelius Beekman _iAQ

began in 1850, when he joined the rush of gold seckers for - Ekéﬂwf
California. . ' ' ‘ iv?&émV 
: ) . l o H e i
Beekman left Dundee in 1850 and took passags, probably from ) 5%&&@1

New York; fo Aspinwall in Panam;. in a8 shipboard ie{ter to his
parents/in 1859, when he again madevthe voyage from New York to
Panama, he tells of visiiting "the forward part of the ship wﬁich
is called the steerage. There is about 400 there... all huddled
together like so many hosgs....” He relates that he tald‘his'
cabihmate that he "can now imagine ﬁhat I went through when-I
went to Cal. VI had to go in the stéérage... because I éould not
buy a ticket in the cabin....“3 |

Crossing the isthmus, Beekman shipped on the Qig_ﬁfgpcisco--
in a cabin, this,time.u Arriving in San Francisco in the fall of

1850, he immediately found work as a carpenter at wages of $1§”§w

5

day, and was later the operator of a restaurant there,

if e

LA AACA s

By 1852, Beekman had struck forth from the city to the gold

fields of northern California, where he mined at Sawyer's Bar on
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the Klamgth River, Hs appareﬁtly did carpentry work in Yreka,
and then again mined on the Klamath at Scott's Bar.é‘ In 1852,
his name appears‘aé the secretary of a meeting held at Johnson's
Bar on ihe Scott Hiver; the gathering was to try a Dr. A, Bardt
for the theft of gold dust. The meeting continued the next day,
but Beekman absented himself, The tribunal recovered the gold
and ordered Bardt whipped.?

In 1853, Beekman began working for Cram, Rogers & Co., a
subsidiary of the Adams Bxpress, Operating out of Yreka, he
carried gold dust, parcels, and letters between Yreka, Jackson-
villé, énd Crescent City,. Iﬁ 1856, the express firm failed; Ey

-

this time, Beckman had settled in Jacksonvill

0

,'wheré he began
the operation of his o%n firm, Beekman'’s Express,AbetweénAthe

" same points he had traveled for Sram, Ragers‘&-Co. At about

the same time, he begaﬁ desling in gold dust, an.enterprise
which socn pui him in the banking 5usiness.

Beekman spent the next sixty years of his life in Jackson-
ville, a small gold rush town established in 1852 as Table Rock
City. .The county seat of Jackson County, Oregon Territéry,
Jacksonvillevwas a cosmopolitan mining and trading centerlwhen
Beekman moved there in the mid-1850's, Prosperous in its early
years,.it was bypassed by the Oregon & California Railroad in
1883 and quickly declined as a trading éentgr. By the time of
Beekman's death in 1915, Jacksonville was a sleepy village, local
economic activity having iong before shifted to nearby Medfoxd,

',In time, Beekman came to embody some of the attributes of the town
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itself in its declining years: an intense pride in the glorles

of the gold rush past, a defen51ve attitudn toward hlS avowedly
old-fashioned business'practices, an assertion that the way things 
Wwere was the way he had always wanted them to be,

| The following three sections of this paper will examine

three aspects of C. C, Beékman's life inmn souihern Oregon: his
'family and church activities, his political involvements, and
- his business activities., This is followed by a summary of his

life and his place in QOregon history.

FAMILY AND CHURCH

As a young bachelor in a Far Western mining camp, . C. C.
Beekman secems ito have been as prone as most such men to while

away hours in idle pursuits, despite his lzaiter expressions of

disanoroval for such practices, Wriiing to his parents in 1859,

by
H

he says of his iend ¥Mulph, "not one drop of liguor has passed

{3

his lips since he left Néw York which is very gratifying to mee...

As for Whiskey and nyself I quip there is not much danger on that
score.” But during seven months of 1856 he had run up a bill with,
!

Frank Brown of Jacksonville's Bl Dorado Saloon of $234.50 for Lg{*ﬁ

A

drinks, cigars, "pool éas%ﬁh raffle tickets, strawberries, and a .

cash loan., Brown also writes, in the same year, "Beek if you are
in distress, either pecuniary or physical do not fail to call on

your American friend for aid & comfort, He is ever ready to

9

receive you & deal out most liberal potations of Schiedam Schnapps."
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There are hiﬁts here, toé, that his financial affairs were not
always in the strictest of order.

_Preéumably, however, Beekman soon made the transition to
respectable businessman and made the acqualntance of Julia Eliéa—
beth Hoffman, one of six daughters of William and Caroline
Hoffman., Julia Hoffman was born in Attica, Indiana, in 1839,

and the Hoffmans had traveled overland on the Oregon and Applégate
Trails to Jacksonville in 1853, The family was immediately |

- prominent in local affairs, not léast because it included six

eligible young ladies.lo |

Juliﬁ was Zl'years of age, Cornelius 33, at the time of

their marriage on 29 January 1861, ét the tine, Beekman received

ong-time frisnd, . Wadsworth,

b...,l

-a congratulatory letter from a

 the Y

£

zka agent for both Beekman's and ¥Wells, Fargo & Co.'s

L
>
e
L]
®
w
]
-

In these secession times I am happy to find one
who is in favor of The Unions.... ITwishhiyou:and
Mrs, B a long life of married bliss--and never a
thought or wish for secession--no matter how
many new States may be added to your domain.

Cbrnelius and Julia Beekman probably first lived in a small_
salt box cabin which still stands at Sixth and California
Streets in Jacksonville, Their first child, BenJjamin B., waé
born in 1863, followed by Caroline ("Carrie”) in 1865 and Lydia
in 1867, %7 | |

In 1863, Beekman moved his banking and express business

~from a building at the southeast corner of Third and California
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Streets to a new frame structure diagonally across thé street,

A sandstone vault, put in place by Beekman hiﬁseif, served.to

store dust and deposits.13 .Not until about 1874-did he have ai

new house constructed, a dne—and—a-half story cdttage with sparing
touches of the Gothic revival in steep gables and flat, railed

porches.14 It was a modest dwelling for a family that was among

the wealthiest in southern Oragon.15

The ~house :was .probablysconstructed no£ long after the death
of the Beekmans' youngest and favorite child, Lydia, who succumbed
to complications arising from measles. Among the few personal
documents of the family’s early yéars which illustrate.théir
domestic life are twd lettérs written to Dundee on the occasion
of Lydia's death on the 22nd of October; 1373- That from C. C,
Beekﬁan, dated 15 November, relates, "We have mei with a terrible.
affliction in the death of our dear child Lydia.... I never
before feli that her death should bring such agonizing pangs.“
An accompanyihg 1etter'from his wife Julia is of a more‘religious
cast, but also displays.intense emotion, She copcludes, “I will
enclose for you a lock of our little Lydias hair, this is all we
have 1eft'of our precious child."16 | |

Son Benjamin was>educated.in local schools, and graduated
from the University of Oregon in 1884; three years:later.he
received his M.A. In 1888, he was awarded a Bachelor of Laws
degree from Yale Law School and entered practice in qutland the -

next year with Watson; Hume and Watson. From 1907 to 1915 he was

on the University of Oregon law faculty in Portland, He retired
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from practice about 1917 to administer his father;s esfate, and
also to devoté time to his many other interests., A'great‘joiﬁer,
he was an active Mason, a member of the Sohs of the American
Hevolution, a charter membervand director of the Oregon Historical
Society, a charter m mber and president of the University Club,
and active in state Republican Party politics and the Mulinomah
Athletic Club., A lifelong bachelor, he li#ed for‘several decades
at the Portland Hotel.17 |

Daughter Carrie led a guleter life; but‘she, too; feceived
an eduéation in local scﬁools. She the%gttended Mills Seminary
in Oakland, California, for several years, where she proved adept

at French and music, On returning to Jacksonvills, she lived at

the fanily homé and gave music iessonsgithe house was amply provided
with oiano, orgén, and a Victrola. €. C. Beekman specifically
willed her "my piano” at his demise; Carrie’s own Qbitﬁary in}‘
1959 nected that "during the time when records were nearly non-
existent in‘the west; Miss Beekman had a collection of some of the
finest music that had been recorded," Carrie, like Ben, did not
marry, and after the death of her'mother in 1931, she too moved
to the Por tland Hotel, o |

C. C. Beekman scems to have shown a great deal of trust in
his children, When Benjamin was in San Francisco in 1885, for
instance, apparently in pursuit of further education, his father
reminds him that ﬁe has "a carte blanc letter of:credit“ on his
father's Wells, Fargo account; Carrie was similarly irusted on

19

her excursions.



-
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Julia Beekman ié a somewhat pale figure in éxisting famnily
matsrials, According to local legend, she made trips to San
Francisco twice a year to buy “clothing and spices.f 'Her cook-
books hint that she enjoyed this aspect of homemaking. The family
seems usually t§ havg had a servant, éerhaps moié than one. A
Chinese, Yan, appoears in family records; while in Duﬁdee, Beekman
is informed that “everything about your residence looks neat & safe
under the efficient care of Yan.“zo

Julié Beekman was, however,.a devoted and~long-time nmember
of the Jacxsonvillé Presbyterian Church, a cause in which she enlisted
‘Cornelius with sone effecf. The Hoffman family had long beeﬁ'
associated with the Presbyterian Church, aﬁd Julia Joined in 1871.2;

In 1880, C. C. Beekman became chairman of ihé co mmittes to

raise funds fof the construction of a new church building, é task
which was accomplisted in 1881, G, C. Beekman contributed to the
buildingifundy‘pﬁrchasad the béll, and, until his death, regularly
paidi.the fire insurance premiums.22
vHe made coniribuitions to other congregations as well, in

1885, he donated two lots in the city of Medford to thelr fledgling
Presbyterian church, The next year, he received a.lette; from
¥William H, Tracy, pastor of the Presbyterian Church of his home
town of Dundée, New York. Tracy did not know Beekman, who had

left Dundee three dozen years earlier, and it took him thirteen
circumspect pages to ask him for a small contribution toward the
$1600 the congiegation needed to begin counstruction of a new

- building., Apparently Beekman sent more than a token amount, for

aAmonth later the astonished Tracj wrote that he “could scarcely
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credit his seﬁses" that he had received from this unknown member
of the Beekman family an amount which more than met the congre-
gatlon's entire needs.A In 1890, é@‘déﬁgted property in Hedford
_tolihe Episcopal church for a new building. Despite all this
. outward attention to matters réligious; Beekman never did Jjoin
the church.23

In his funeral address for Cornelius Beekman, the Rev, Westion
F, Shields tried to explain why he had never joined the congre=-
gation. He noted Beekman's steadfast attendance.atvchurch services,
the many COnve;sations he hzd had with hii on religious»subjects;
his devotion to”the principles of Masonry, the fact that he had
held church or fices “all his 1ife,” and his long and cibée friend-
ship with the Rev. Hoses A. %illiams-and Egv.ARobertiﬂnnis,;
former pastors of the Jacksonwi lle church, 'Shields'felt that
Beekman honestly believed thai he might not "live as a Christian
~ought to live, and he disdained the anpeérance of hypoerisy.”zn

The questiqn then arises, Did Beekman have good reason to
bzlieve that 1t would be "hypocritical" for him to join the church?
There 1is llttle to hint at it unless one goes back to his bachelor

e
days of pool and schnappes. .0One anecdote,[penneﬁ many years after

v -

the event by a man who was once doubtless a child terror, Pintc

Colvig, does suggest an immncderate attachment to beer, Although

in atl probability exaggerated; the account is worth quoting:
And that day Fabian Zckelson and I were collecting
‘gunny sacks and beer bottles for extra spending

money. Looking over Beek's high board fence.......4
EUREKAY A veritable bonanza®% Piles and piles of




History 407G: Bingham - 12‘~ Americun Biogradhy
Richard H. Engeman " Fall 1980

empty bottles, We ran lickety-split down town «

where Beek was standing in front of his tank

discussing (probably:“the evils of drink”) with

his pastor, Preacher Ennis; aunud shouted excitedly:

"Hey, Mister Beekman - kin we have all 'those

empty beer bottles in your backyard?" Rev, Ennls

looked astounded, 0ld Beek, greatly embarrassed,

brushed us off, Soww=--w- (under our breath)...

we called him an old cheapskate, and beat it,

Beek told you LWilliam M. Colvig, Pinto's father] -

about 1it; and next day I had to apologigzge to hims ---

which he acceoted pleasantly; --- but with this
admonition: "Very good, Young Man. But in the
future remember to hold thy tongue; and to respect
the cléiEg“ It took me a long time to figure that

one out,

The story bears out Beekman's concern for appearanées, but
it may also hint at a reason for his feelings of Christian
unworthiness., It seems clear that Beskman took his religion
seriously, and that he led a life that was widely regarded as

a mddel of probity. -

Beekman was obviously acutely consciocus that there were
differsnces between what he saw as the ideél, morally upright
Christian 1ife, and his own failings, small though they might
seem to others, Giventthe other facts of his life, one can only
conclude that he genuinely felt that he was somehow "unworthy,”
that he "might not live as a Christian ought to live,” as he
stated to his pastor shortly before his death. If this reading
is correct, it is interesting to note similar differences which

will appear in other aspects of his life: a genuine feeling of

inadequacy to the tasks for which others thought him to be well

suited,
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POLITICAL AFFAIRS

Unless his one-dayvstint as'secretary of a vigilance conm=-
mitiee in 1856 can. be construed as political activity, C. C.
Beekman seems to‘have shown little interest in politics before
1860, He considered himself a Democrat before that year, when,-
opposed to slavery, he became a Revublican, The same year, he
held the office of street commissioner for the newly-incorporated
town of Jacksonville, He was elécted a member of the Jacksoﬁville
schoecl bdard in 1869 and served on it for many years, although
the exact terms of hié-ser?@ce have not been determined., He was
at various times elected to the Jacksonville town couﬁcil, but
again the records are incomplete; he also.served as the town's
mayor during 1874-1875, 26

In more pariisan politiés, Begkman at'first kept a low
srofile, In 18469, he was selected as a delegate‘tO‘the Republican.
national convention at St, Louis, but there is no‘indication that

263 ‘ ,
he in fact attended it, In 1878,. however, he was rather suddenly

, berome
tossed from the parochial world of local school trustee tohthe
Reoublican candidate for governoxr of Oregon,

He was not a willing candidate. On April 9, 1little more

thanla week before the Republicans convened in salem, Beekman had .

writtenﬁo the Jacksonvi 1le COregon Sentinel a terse statement of

his non-candidacy:

Learning that my name is being me ntioned throughout.
the State in connection with the Governorship I
desire to say that I am not a candidate for that or

any cther position.
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I am not é politician in any acceptation of
the term, have never occupied official place
except in a limited local sphere, and prefer
ths pesition of a private citizen toz%ny in
the gift of the people of Oregon....
It was no easy matter for the Republicans to select a suit-
éble candidate in 1878, When the Republicans convened on
April 18, the first ballot for govermor included D. P, Thompson,
Henry Failing, L. L. Rowland, and J, W, Watts, who badly split
the 176 votes cast; two,ihoweve:, were cast for the unnominated
C, C. Beekman., At the fourth ballot, Béekmanrwas officially
nominated by Nathaniel Langeil of‘JOSephiﬁe County, but not
until much Jockeying and withdrawing of names had bcéurred did
he poll, on the elghth ballot, 99 votles ﬁo receiveAthe conventioﬁ’s
endorsement, The lengthy §§ﬁabbling was put behind with a suba-'
seguent resolution toimake Beekman’s selectioﬁ unanimoué.z
ﬁespite’his sgarlier profestations, Beekman immediately

wired the convention:

-

upon me, I appreciate the unsought honor, and if
elected, will endeavor to fulfill the duties of

the position so as to earn and merit the title of
governor from all persons and parties, independent
of all political or sectional combinations, thought-
ful only of the best interests of the whole people.
I pledge myself, if chosen, to conduct the affalrs
of the state with the same care and scrupulous

economy that would govern my own private businasss,

' ' I accept the nomination so unexpectedly conferred

29

Jacksonville indulged in festivities over this turn of
events, for the town could boast of having both a candidate for
governor and, on the Democratic slate, a candidate for secretary

of state in Thonmnas G. Reames, Beekman's neighbor.
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At about 10:30 PM last Wednesday our citizens
were startled from their sleep by the report of
guns fired in honoxr of Mr. Becekman's nomination
for Governor. In a few minutes a large crowd of
that gentleman's friends, irrespective of partyl,]
had gathered and proceeded with the brass.  band to
- his residence. Mr, Beekman had retired to rest
but hastily dressing himself he made his appear-
ance and.,.. responded in his peculiarly tensse
and pointed Wway.... After three rousing cheers
for the nominee the crowd went to ths residence
of Mr T.G 'Reames,.. and showed thelr aporeciation
by serenading him also..e. CElveryone went home
feeling that Jacksonville had its full share of
honor at the hands of the rival State conventionls].

30
Not alltwésiseffﬁig;on the political horizon, however,

although 1t does seemlto have been difficult for the Democrats

to find any substantiazl mud to sliﬁg at Beekman, Dgring the

campzign;'the 6nly méjoﬁ issue--one which bacifirgd,against

the Demociats--wasvthat of "swanmp land,” |

"QOregon has had its full share of government land frauds,

and the swamp lands affair was only one of many, An act of

Congress in 186C extended the granting of land for the reclaﬁation
of overflow lands--first ap?lied in Louisiana and Afkansas~-to.
Minnesota and Qregon. The state of Oregon did not complyAwith

the termsvof the act until 1870, when the le gislature was “be~
foozled” into‘passing an enabling act under which a single in-
dividual couldvpuréhase an unlimited amount of "such lands as
amenable state\agents could be induced to designate as swamp

lands"; the final cost was $1 per acre. The swamp lands so

- located were mostly in the south central part of the state in

what are today K1amath and Lake Counties. The law was laxly .
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written and administered and abuses were frequent; "a single
party--the tool of foreign capitalistsﬁ~feceived a deed to at
. .31
least 350,000 acres.,”
A hint that this might become an issue appeared even before
,Beekman's nomination., A letter from "A BRepublican Settler” at
Merganser, Lake County, appearesd in the Oregonian of 10 April 1878
Mr., Beekman has been speculating quite extensively in
swamp land bonds and it is generally understood that
he owns gliite a large tract of swamp land, and the
settlers here consider him their eneny.
Two Wweeks later there was a reply from "A Fair Democrat™:
I see the Democrats are beginning to attack Mr,
Beeskman bacause he owns a small itract of swamp land.
Now I don't belong to his party, buit a true Democrat
likes fair play, and I want to know why there is
nothing said about ¥. ¥, Thayer and T, G, Reames,
candidates on our state ticket, and boih big swamp
land owners? Thayer was also a 2e %ous advocate.
for +ths siate in swamp land cases.
It came out during the brief campaign that C, C. Beekman
had, indeeiyfiled for some 5,000 acres in the Langell Valley
of XKlamath County. He had in fact acquired only 3,000 acres
of the 5,000 filed on, and he owned only a one-third interest
in that, Much to the dismay of the Democrats, tying Beckman
to the swémp land frauds not only tai%%d T. G. RHeames, but also
brought forth the information that their gubernatorial candidate,
Y. W. Thayer, had applied for 100,000 acres of swanmp land. The
Democrats weakly countered that Thayer had assigned his swamp

1and interests to one -H. C. Owen in 1875; the Republicans

retorted that Owen was "the most noforious *swamper®' in Oregon"™
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and implied that this was only a ploy, that Thayer would get his
lands back aftei the election.BB' The issue figzled.

The camnalgn was otherwise characteﬁized bnly.by a fe#
Oregon-style attacks on Beekman as a miserly baﬁker whoiexploited
the poor, as a."JeﬁL}5as a "Methodisﬂhiﬁas being too busineéslike,
They wWwere poor issues. Beekmanvhimself engaged in virtually no
sérious czmpaigning aside from a two-minute speech at a Portland
hotel in which he merély repeated the sentiments of his telegram
accepting the nomination.B&

The Portland pasers, however, missed reportingAqne other
imprompiu campaign addearance during his visit there, " The men
of Portland®s Fire Company No. 1 were hav_“g a beery'reunion when

some of themrealized that the candidate for governor was in town,

g »am.

and .that perha»s they should have him over for a spesech., Beekman

was fetched from his hotel, unaware of the characier of the group
he was to address. Arriving with Silas Day of Jacksonville, a

" .* . : -
county judge and a staunch Democrat, Beekman made a speech fron
a table top. From the back of the room, someone shouted, "Hurrah
for Thayer'"

"Beek" immadlately took his cue, and said, "My
friend over there can't set me back by any hurrah-
ing for Thayer, who is a friend of mine, and an
elegant gentleman with whom I have done business,
If I am beaten I want it to be done by Jjust such
a man as Thayer, and I don't mind giving three
cheers for him myself.

Beekman promptly did so, and was given three cheers “and a

35

tiger"™ himself in return,

The term "judge” is exactly synonymous with the present
“"commissioner.,"
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The election was held on June 4, but it was nearly two weeks
before the outcome of the governor's face was known., Poor ﬁeather
appaiently hampered cbmmunications with parts of southarn and
eastern Oregon., On June 10, the Oregonian proélaimed that there .
was "scarcely a doubti” thatheekman had won the election; four
days later, it looked like Thayer had won;Qby-the 17th, the paper
announced that "Thajer is.ekcted governor by a majority of 41
votes."” Duriné ihe weeks of uncertainty, Julia and Carrié
Begkman, so thé ksgend goes, were sufficiently sure of Beekman's
election thét they began planning 2 new wardrobe for Salem‘:'

society.36

Civen C. T, Beekman's inclination to be anythihg but
excitable, 1t is iikely that he merely waltsd patiently fqﬁ*the
returns to came in from Lake Couniy--the last.to :epdit-—before
hé nade anﬁ‘move.‘ Although Beekman was lezding until that time.
by well over a huniredvvates, Lake County went for Thayer'ﬁy 176
votes.j?

The official‘tally-gives Thayer a winning ﬁargin of 61 votes;
over the years, biogravphers of Beekman have variouslybreported
the diffefence as b1, 49, and 69 votes, but clearly thevmargin
was small, and clearly Lake County made the crucial difference.
Whether or not the w te there was in some way tied to the swanp
"land controversy is unclear.

Truevté his fire hall cheers in Portland, Beekman penned
Thayer‘a c§ngratu1atory letter:

.Please accept my sincere congratulations on your

‘success assured by the latest and final returns.
I have not the slightest regret at being relieved
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from so grave and unprofitable a responsibility,
but feel that the position will be creditably-

~filled, Had the democracy throughout the state
felt as many of your friends did here I think
it more than probable that had you not been
chosen Governor you would hagg been selected
for a more exalted position.

Beeknan had not wanted or sought statewide office, but
several times in succeeding years'he Was agaln solicited to
run for governcr, HEe was approached in 1882, only to respond
that he was "not an asnwrant for: any of fice aud 1f I were I.
know but little of the methods by which office is obtalned,®
He asserted that if the choice were, however, to "again fall
upon me” "I would hardly feel at liberty to decline.it, "32
Yet again, in 189%, while vi t;ng his fani‘y in Dundee, New
York, Beeknan received telegrams from his son Benjamin and

from J. A. Boyer of Jacksonville asking if he would accepnt

it wsre ofierad Again, his response was
40

H

the can 'da ¥y i
deferential: he would, but he.would rather not,
Beekman was noi a political man: his every act and word

proclaims his awareness of the-gravity and respoﬁsibility of
political office, and his belief that hé did not himself measure
up to his own standards for political officeholders., It is
unlikely that he believed that those in office were better men
than he,vbﬁt he felt they shouid be so. His attituae here is
~analagous to the one he held toward church membership: he was

not fit, not worthy,
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BUSINESS AFFAIRS

C. C. Beekman dabbled in so many business affairs over the
yeérs, the records of which are scattered in différent depositories
or lost, that many of his interests can only be sugggsted;.vﬁe
was an expreésman and stagecoach agent; he traded in gold dust;
he was a banker; he sold school bodks and pencils; he dealt in
real estate and county ﬁarrant§; he invested iﬁ.mining operations,
It is impossible to say what paxrt of his various frades occﬁpied
the most of his ﬁime and energy, or which proved the most finan-
clally rewaiding. Very likely his bank was closest to his heart,
élthough if.may not have been his most grofitable venture.

Beekman first‘want into dbusiness for himself after Cram,

Rogers failed in 1856, when he established Beekman'’s ZEXpress

btetwzen Yreka and Jacksonville. Wells,'?argb &»Company,'operating
over the lines of ths California Stage Company south of Yreka,
offered connecting express service to San Franciséo. In 1853,
Beekman signed a contract with California Stége, being then de-~
scribed as a "banker and express carrier” who was "engaged in
transmitting... divers and sundry packages and parcels of Gold
Dust, Gold bulliion, gold & silver coin, lefters, parcels and
packages"™ which the company transporiedvforvhim.. It is unclear
whe ther this contract included service as far north as Jackson-
ville, ©Not until 1860 is there regular.stagecoach service through
Jacksonvillé, when the California & Oregon Stage Company began |
o%éra%i&g between Sacramento and Portland. C. C. Beekman was ap-

pointed Jacksonville agent for the stage company ih 1860, and
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probably thereafter operated his express business entirely on
the stages. Wells, Fargo began ooaratlng over the C&O line in
1863, when Beekman discont nued his express and was aD301nted
Wells, Fargo agent for Jacksonville.al

Beekman himself was unsuie of Jjust ﬁhen he begén doing bus-
iness as "a banker,” the usual date being given as 1856 or 1¥57.
The fransition from expressman to bankervbegan with Beekman under-
taking to store gold dust for miners who were accumulating a -
shipment foxr the mint; for this service,‘Beekman charged the sum
of 1 per cent 6f the value orlthe dgst per monih._ His usual charge
for carryiﬁg {he dust was 5 pexr cent of thevvalue.‘ As early as
1855, when Beekman himself was still often on the road with his
expreés business, he had an office in Jacksonville whiéh was mannsd

-~

by U, S, Hayden. Beezknman himsglf sald tha - Malmost w;thout any

' )
intention of doing so I was operating a priv;te bank."42 In
part this was the result of extending his activities as express
agent and safekseper of gold dust to actually‘buying dust fron
miners and shipoing it to the mint on his own account.

The earliest account by Beekman of his banking operations is
found in a letter he wrote in 1865 to J. T. Raplee, probabdbly at
Dundee, New York.

As for business I am Agent for Wells Fargo & Co.
Express at this place, and also Agt for the Cal
Stage Co. which pays me about $2000-per year in
coin, I am besides banking on my own hook, the

only Banker in this section. I do a business of
about $300000-per year, You perhaps would call




History 407Gs Binghan - 22 - American Biogranhy
Richard H. Tngeman Fall 1980

the business that of a Broker., It consists
principally in selling Zxchange on San Francisco,
buying & selling of Gold Dust and L., T. Elegal
tender) Notes, loanlng money etc,

We do not do a discount and deposit business,

nor issue bills., I keep one Clerk who I pay
$1000-per year (001n} We do all kinds of business
upon a coin basis....

Beekman's records indicate an extensive business in shipping
dust to the mint, where his orders would read, "Please coin and
denosit proceeds to my account,™ Huch of his business was done
through Wells, Fargo's banking operations, and here he had a
close personal friend inE!. Wadsworth, Wadsworth, who had known
Beekman since the '350's, had once been Yreka express agent and
subsequently became an official with %¥ells, Fargo.in their San
Prancisco of fices. Beskman frequently corresponded with Wadswortih

on financial matters In addition, he visited Wadsworth socially

-

on his frequent trios ito San Francisco, and acted as agent for

Wadsworth's prooerty holdings in Jackson County. Li

=

Fletchar-Linn, a nephew of C. C. Beekman, recounts another
story of Beekqéﬂ’s finﬂncial dealings and strategy.

On my near last visit with him, we had a partlcularly
long chat and he gave me an interesting account of
his own first real investment. He stated that he

had saved $3,000 and wanted to get it working, so
he %00k it with him on one of his trips to San
Franciscos... to see if the officers at Wells, Fargo
and Co, would invest i1t for him....

The agent... asked hin if he had.tried to buy
Jackson County warrants, when avallable., Mr.
Beekman answered "0 Yes, I can buy any guantity
of them, but they are no good, and are selling as

" low as sixty five or seventy cents on the dollar."
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The agent then asked him, “What interest they
paid?”, and he answered "8 percent."™ The Agent
then hastily replied: “"Man, go back to Jackson-
ville with your $3,000 andibuy all the Jackson
County warrants you can get; and what you can't
handle, buy for us.... (DJon't you know that
the whole of Jackson County... is securlty for
those warrants?®

Then Uncle "Beek™ turned to me with a smile, and ’
salid: "That's really how I got my start”; and

smiling more broadly he added: "That's when I

found the best "Gold Mine" in Southern Oregon,

and all I had to,do was to let the other fellows

do the digging."

In issuing warrants Jackson County committéd itself to
exchanging land, if necessary, to redeeh the warrants if tax
money was not ?orthcoming..'ln this way, and through loaning
cash szcured by land, Beskman acquired a good dsal of real

estate., He does noi ssem to have held onic any great amouqt‘ﬂ Lt a
Ind

/v ".\4

of it, but to hava sold 1t; it was undoubtedly a profitable wwﬂtT 7/%
. ;._;ﬂ”““
. z‘:"é » . : ’ / /W!}U/F‘ sy -
sideline, L A e
e v F

3351ues buying gold ithat others had mined, Beekman himself~F"~

invested in several mining ventures. The& do not seem to have
been financially successfulf In 1875, he built a_steam stamp
'mill on the Applegate Rive?lwest of Jacksonviile, but after a

few weeks;.mention of it disappears from the newspasers., In

1878, he was associated in a partnership with U, S, Hayden to
develop a hyaraulic operation which was to require a ditch of

22 miles to provide aﬂreliable head of water. During 1893 and
1894 he set J. A. Huffer to building a mill andvdeveloping a

shaft on Jackson Creek., Although the mill was put into operation

and some gold was removed, this project,'too, came to a halt.b?
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'In many ways, Beekman's Bank nevex advanced beyond the
orimitive banking arrangements that were begun in the 1850°'s,
and Beekman himself seems to have delighted in this fact. His
legendary distaste for checks is confirmed in Pinto Colvig's
anecdote, written for his father, of a visit to Beskman's in
the early 1900's.

I recall the time when you were in a hurry to
leave on a business trip. Started to write a
check and 01d Beek handed you ten 20-dollar
gold.pieces from his pocket purse, saying:
"here, Bill--we'll straighten it out when you
come home., Those damn checkgéare a nuisance,
Makes too much bookkeening.™ "
The "damn"vis probably Pinto's adjective, not Beek's, but the
substance of the story is sound,
A§pafently,stco, Eeekman never abandoned his practice'of
considering every deoosit to be separazte and inviolable: what-

ever was deposited in Beekman's Bank was in effect in a safe

deposit box, stashed in his sandstone vault. Depositor's

‘money was never risked by being loaned; Beekman made loans from

his own funds, not from his depositors' monles, Fletcher Lian
gives a colorful zccount of the practiice:

His bznk was of course a unigue institution....
When a person came in to make a deposit..., he'd
merely hand him a little bag with a name-tag
attached to it, and request the depositor to sign
his name and address on the tag; then put his money
or gold~dust into it, and tie up the bag. There
was no book-keeping, no checks issued or to be
bothered with....

«esesHad there been a "run™ on the bank, every de-
positor would have received his own 1little bag,
with his name and address writte& by hims=lf upon
it, and with no loss to anybody. 9 :
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In'later yearé,'ind?ed, hé did permit the use df checks, and
through 515 connectioné‘ﬁith Wells, Fargo he offered such
services as foreign,@;afﬁs and letters of credit, The bank )
weathered every nationallfinanéial~crisis without a suspicion
of unsoundness; Beekman avdarently loaned‘funds to other.banks
'duringnseveraivpanic fears.5o

For:all the seeming bucolicness of the operatibn, Beekman
was, as Orin Burrell notes, "not Just & small town banker,“ but
a man of finanecial prodity who enjoyed the confidence and trust
of the giant ngls, Fargo empire.  In the 1890's he was considexed
for the oresldency of the Commercial Nationaleank of Portland,
Beekman held an interssﬁ in the Commsrcial National, which was
,originallf confrollgd by Wells, Fargo, and which was later to

) P e . ' . . - 1
tecome part of the Unitsd States Hational Bank of Portland.S

pod

Although he‘dewightsd in operating a personal = nking house‘of
antiquarian charnm, Beekmén‘was anparentiy judggd to be well

acquainted wiih financial affairs, and was offered a position
reflecting that judgmen%;f“Bﬁt;xastinwreligioué and politic§1

affalrs, he electsd not to accept the responsibilities he could

have grasped.
SUMMARY AND POSTSCRIPT

If there is a theme in this life, it is that Cornelius C,
Beekman never Judged himself to be as capable as others thought
him to be, or as capable as he probably was. He steadfastly

maintained a modesty and self-effacement that was very real.
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Some of the sharpest ;ictures bf Cozne;ius Beekman come
to us through interviews dioke with him in the last few years of
his life. They show him diéplaying a mixture of nostalgia and
thankfulness and self—ngtificafién. He.was a charter membér
and first president af the Southefn Oregon_?ioneer Association,
and, as his euiogy by the Agsociation read in 1915, "he never

"52

tired of'telling of ploneer experiences, To Fred Lockley,

interview iﬁg uim for the QOregon Journal in 1912, "Zntering

" Beekman's bank one is carried back from the era of automobiles
and asroplanes to the days of the stage coach an d the pack train."
The walls announcs stagss to Caglifornia, stages which have not run

in a guarter of a cantury. Beekman proudly relates to Lockley: oo

Frequentlv strangers bustle in here, gliance at

. the o0ld register of passsngzers.or the old Wells
®argo records, sce the old signs and the worn
furniture and think they have gotten in the wrong
place and that this is not a bank, but they are
nzwecomers--strangers. What they think dossn't
matter, I neither solicit not desire - their custom.
Many of my customers have been on my books-for
mora than 50 years and yet if they were qgigd to,
they could not Llll out a check,53 e

To his pastor, the Rev. Shields, Beekman remarked, "I will soon

be 87 years old. %We old pionsers are dropsing off one by one.
There are not‘many of us left. We have Dbeen satisfied with this “§é,
and now we are anxious about what is beyond. I have no complaint

54

to makej; for God has been good to me and mine.,"
It is difficult to make an assessment of a 1life which gave

s5 auch, but could have given more. In his preoccupation with the
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past, an interest which he passed on to his son and daughter,
C. C. Beekman may have given us more than he did in his lifetime, %bﬂ'wa

: : 2 e
To local history, Benjamin Boekman gave years of service to the\avﬁy”u*"
e {_y’« IS
+Aw .

- board of the Oregon Historical Society; at his death, he willed u ;*’“V'
B W,
the Beekman Bank and its contents to the Society as a memorial Viwyuh?

4\”;
to pioneer banking., Carrie Beekman, in addition to bequeathing ﬁﬁf' :
a sum to ths University of Oregdn for the teaching of Northwest
history, willed the fa@ily's house and furnishings to the Uni-
versity; ‘Bventuzlly it too was preserved as é remarkébla example
of nineteenth century domestic life.

The experiencs of walking into C. C. Beeknan's shabby,

plank-floored bank with its shining memories, of strolling u»

fle

California Street oast the houss where he first lived with Julia

after their mrrriage, vast the church he helped to build, past: %

Thomas RAeames's gawky farmhouse, up the steps in into the Beekman's

front parlor can, more than any nzrrative, give one a feeling

¢]

kman could, perhaps, have done more with his life.

[¢8)

that C, C, 3Be

Maybe we shoﬁld be hapoy that he dldn tJ certainly he was,
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NOTES

Basic biographical information on Cornelius C, Beckman is
to be found in ¥Winfield Scott Powns, ed., Bneyclopedia of North-~
west Biography, pp. 3-6, and in the Portralt aud Biographical .
Record of Western Oregon, D2, 207-208,

, " In the notes, OHS refers to the Oregon Historical Society,

Portland; SOHS to the Southern Oregon Historical Society, Jackson-
ville; and U0 to the University of Oregon, Special Collections, '
Eugene. '

1. Information on the Beekman family's Dutech antecedents, .

in Downs, p. 4, apparently derives from a report with . Auf«ies
mtrm——

the Beekman vapers, OHS MS 916, Box 15; the clipring on
the Beekman homestead is in Beekmati“paders, SOHS MS 134,

There is no apparent connection between the Maarten Beekman
family and the New York commercial dynasty which descends
from William Beekman, who arrived in New Netherland in 1647;
the family is nxtansively chronicled in Philip L. White,

The Beekmans of FNew York in Politics and Commexrce, 1647-1877
(New York: New-York Historical ro1eﬁf, 1956). The question
was ralsed, however; B, N. Sheprard in behalf of Janes
William Beeskman wrote to €, . Besekman 20 July 1393.from: New
York Cityy "Have fydul evernfound oui-anyithing-defihite of
about theiorigin.of your-famdly, or itits connection wiih the

Beekman family of New York City?"* Beekman pavers, U0 MS Ax 10,

- 2s In Beekman pajers, OHS M5 916, Box 15, are some lessons from
a Boston night school, 18455 aséribed to C. C, Beekman; in
Beekman papers, SOHS MS 134, is a letter from Beekman to his
mother, 1& 2pril 1881, which mentions "the boys," "Abe John
and Dewit™; in Beekman papers, OHS MS 916, Box 18, a: -
summons and complaint, Murray v. Beekman gt al., 3 April

- 1906, names Abram and Thomas DeWitt Beekman; in Beekman
paters, U0 MS AxX10, is a clipoing from the Dundee (¥, Y.)
Observer, 25 Nowv, 1925, on the death of T, DeWiti Beeknman,

- son of and "last member of the family of the late Benjamin
Beekman, "

3., C. C. Beskman to his parents, 13 Aﬁg. 1859, "At Sea, Stean
Ship Moses Taylor,” in Beekman papers, SOHS MS 134,

L, 1Ibid,; however, one account has him arriving on a junk:
"Agdress delivered by Rev. Weston F. Shields at the funeral
of Corneslius C. Beekman,™ in Beekman paders OHS MS 916, Box 15.

5, Southern Oregon Pioneer Association, SOHS unarranged MS,
" A memorial of the life of Cornellus C. Beekman," 1915.
6. Ibido, a.lSQ' DOWnS, P L"-

7. San Francisco Alta California, 21 March 1852, in Mae Heléne
Bacon Boggs, My Playhouse Was a Concord Coach, p. 122; Downs,
P. 4, also states that at Yreka Beekman "sexveﬁd} as attorney
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for three miners before the miners® court, In these
three cases he won the verdict....” The episode is not
nenuloned elsevwheare, ‘

8, Downs, p. 43 Portrait and Blogravnhical ﬁpﬂOLd p. 207,

"9 C, C, Beekman to his parents, 13 Aug. 1859, in Beeknman
papers, SOHS MS 134; receipted bill, Frank Brown to C. C.
Beekman, 25 Jan. to 15 Sept. 1856, and note, Brown to
Beekman, 23 April 1856, both in Beekman paners. OHS MS
916 Box 10,

10. Medford (0Or.) Daily News, 29 July 1931, obituary of Julia
E. Beekman, in SOHS clipoing files, Beekman family.

11, E. VWadsworth, Yreka, Calif., to Beekman, 30 Jan, 1861, in
Beekman papers, OHS MS 916, Box 11,

12. Gail B. H. Bvans, Jacms;nvllle Survey, D, 197, SCHS clipping
files, Beekman family.

13, Evans, pp. 33-34; Vance DeBar ("Pinto") Colvig, "Clowns is

' People," unpublished mss in Colvig papers, SOHS MS 9, p. 15.
That Beekman built the vault himself may be only local
legend,

14, Zvans, pp. 196-199.

15, Ibid.; Evans),.p. 34, hotes that Beekman‘slannual income was
the highest in Jacksonville ca, 1868:  Jacksonville Reveille,
L July 1868, ‘

16, C. C, and Julia 3. Beekman to Benjamin and Lydia Beekman,
Dundee, N. Y., 15 Nov, 1373, in Beekman papers, SOHS MS 134.

17. Downs, pp. 5-5,

18, Carrie's resort cards from Mills, 1833-1885, are in Beekman
pacers, UQ M3 Ax 10; her prdoficiency in French and music
are mentionsd in a letter from Julia Beekman to "My Dear
Sister,™ 21 April 1884, in Beekman papers, SO0HS MS 134,
Obituaries appear in the Portland-Qregonian, 13 July 1959,
~and the Medford Mail Tribune, 14 July 1959, A copy of C. C.
Beekman's will is in the Beekman pajers, OHS NS 916, Box 17.

19, Orin X. Burrell, Gold in the Woodpoile, p. 221, Burrell's

article on the Beekman Bank in this "~ work, "The Bank
That Never Made a Loan,"” is based on the Beekman paners
at U0,

20, SOHS clipping files, Beekman family; the cookbooks are in
Beekman papers, UQC MS Ax10; Robert Ennis to G. ¢, Beekman,
Dundee, N, Y., 21 Nov, 1891, in Beekman pavers, U0 MS Ax1lO0,

21, Medford Daily News, 29 July 1931,

22, Cost of the church and details of Beekman's contributions
are in Beekman paners, U0 MS Ax10; mention of the bell is
in SOHS clipping files, Beekman family and Jacksonville
Presbytérian Church; insurance records are in Beekman
paners, OHS MS 916, Box 15.
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23, Beulah Warner, "History of ithe First Presbyterian Church
of Medford, Oregon,” p. 3; Wm, H, Tracy to C. C. Beekman,
20 March and 27 april 1886, in Beekman pavers, U0 MS Ax10;
Robert DeVoe, "Hlatory of thc'dplscopa; Church in ths ’
Medford Area,”™ Dp.. 5.

24, “aAddress delivered by Rev. Weston ¥. Shields," Beekman
pacers, OHS MS 916, Box 15,

25, Colvig, "Clowns is People," SOHS MS 9, D, 16, ‘ : B ' ;ﬁlA f 

26, Downs, v, 5. As street commissioner, see Evans, p. 34;
oddly, the minutes of the Jacksonville Board of Trustees, .
1860-186L4, are in the Beekman papers, OHS MS 916, Box 3.

For his election to the school board, Qregon Sentinel,

10 April 1869. At SCOHS is an incomplete compendiun,
"Officers and Officials of Jackson County, Jacksonville,

and Medford, ca, 1852-1968"; Beekman appears as mayor,
1874-1875, but does not acpear on the council list, However,
the 1list is blank for 1836-1903, 1905-1911, and 1913-1915,
when Beekman could have been on the couneil,

Zéa.‘Ore on Sentinel, 25 Sept. 1859,

g
27 egon Sentinel, 10 April 1878,
28, Oregonian, 18 April 1878,

29. OQOregonian, 19 april 1878,

30, Oregon Seniinsl, 24 A»nril 1873,

Young, “"The Financial History of the State-

31, Frederick Gesorge
of Cregon,” Oregon Historical 3Spcietiy Quarterly, vol. 10,
no, 4 {Dec, 1909), pp. 378-384 and vol, 11, no. 2 (June 1910),
DD, 13‘{2"159* '

32, QOregonian, 30 April 1878~ ‘the 1etter is headed Llnkv1lle
tKlamatn Pallsy, 24 April,

33. See'especia‘ly Oregon Sentinel, 1 May 1873, reprlnted in the
Oregonian 4 May; an article from the Yreka (Calif,) Journal
reprinted in the QOregonian 30 April and the Oregon Sentinel
8 May; and QOregon Sentinel, 22 May,

34, Both the QOregonian and the Qregon Sentinel opublished frequent
short notices during the campaign, often remarks from other
newspavers followed by an editorial reply or comment, The

two-minute speech is reported in the Qregonian, 9 May 1878.

35.' The story, in the Oregon Sentinel, 29 May 1378, is credited
to the Salem Record,

36, The wardrobelstory is in an undated clipoing, a letter to
the editor of the QOregonian from Helen Colvig Cook, in SCHS
clipping files, Beekman family,

37. As reported in the Oregon Sentinel, 19 June 1878, Newspaper
| tallies of the vote vary; the figure of 61 votes difference
between Beekman and Thayer is as reported in Burton W,
Onstine, Oregon Votes. ‘ : '
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38 Beekman to Thayer, 20 June 1878, letter press copy in
Beekman papers, OHS MS 916, Box J. '

39. Beekman papers, OHS MS 916, Box 15,

4LO. Ibid. , ‘ ,

41. The contract, dated 27 June 1853, is in Beekman papers,
OHS MS 916, Box 10. Tri-weekly service between Yreka and
Jacksonville by the California Stage Co. was announced in
the Yreka Union, 25 March 1853, as quoted in Boggs, p. 301,

L2, Undated clipoing probably from the Medford Mail Tribune, .

43,

Ll

bs.

L6,

n7,

48,

L9,

50.

51.
52
53.

CH.

reprinting an article by Fred Lockley for the Oregon
Journal, in SCHS clipoing files, Beckman family,

C. C. Beekman to J. T. Raplee, 20 .Feb, 1865, Beekman pavers,
OHS MS 916, Box J. :

Burrell, pp, 219-221, Burrell cites an H, Wadsworth; my
reading of it is =, Wadsworth, ' ‘ :

Fletcher Linn, "Reminiscences,” SOHS unarranged #S,.

Records of Beekman's land dealings are in Beskman pavers,
CHES M3 916, Boxes 2 and 16-19, One of Beckman's most con-
troversial land transactions involved the establishment of
the townsite of Medford, which was platied by Beekman aad
three other landholders. Town gossip held that Beekman had
refused to assist the Oregon & California Railroad to place

its line through Jacksonville because he intended to profit

fromiits route through Medford, A short account of this
. N - - -
episode is in Fran¥X.Haines, Jr., Jacksonville, p. 100,

Ty
Oregon Sesntinel, 16 Jan. and 20 Feb., 1873; Oregon Seniinel,
3 Apr, and 25 Dec, 1878; Béekman papers, UQO MS Ax10 and
CHS MS 916, Box K. - -

Colvig, "Clowns is People,” SCOHS MS 9,

o]

. 15.
1

Downs} s 353 Lockley, undated clipping in SOHS clipping
files, Beckman family., Downs cites 1873, 1893, and 1907;
Lockley, 1873 and 1893,

Burrell, p. 224,

Southern Oregon Pioneer Association, SOHS unarranged NS,

b
w0

Linn, "Reminiscences,” SCHS unarranged
? - N 1

Pred Lockley in Oregon Journal, 6 Cct, 1912,
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